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The ſuſfering condition of the Servants of 
the Lordat this day, vindicated, Ct: 


He good and bleſſed Day of the Lord is come, 
and the Heavenly Viſitation of Life,wherein the 
Light of Righteouſneſs is ſpringing up unto ma- 
ny people, and many have received the bleſſed 
Viſitation of the Lord, and are made partakers 

| of his — Power, by which they are quick- 
ened and raiſed up unto newnelſs of life, to ſerve him, and to fol- 
low him in truth and righteouſneſeʒ and the bleſſed day wherein 
- the Lord viſited us, and the notable works which the Lord hath 
wrought, and his noble acts which he hach done, are not by us to 
be forgotten, but are recorded in our hearts, as things remarka- 
ble and conſider able, to be remembred by us while we have a be- 
ing upon the earth, and that with fear and reverence in dur hearts 
usato the Lord our God, who is great and mighty, whom we have 
known to-exerute-Judgement in — the judging and 
bringing down of that which was once exalted; for whes the ac» 
ceptable Year of the Lord came unto as, Judgement was laid to 
the Line, and the Lord did ariſe to ſhake terribly: che Earth 
the loftineſs of man was ' bowed. down , and the baughtt- 
neſs of man was laid low, that the Lord alone might de ex- 
alted; and the Earth reeled to and fro, and was removed like a 
Shepherd's Tent, and the Lighr'ef 1/racl was as a fire, and the 
boly,Qne ps s l:me, to burn up the thorns and the thickersin 
a day; mag faces gathered paleneſs, and hearts grew weak, and 
knees fet ble, and many bad their hands upon theit Joins , becauſe 
of the great travel that was upon them, becauſe of che mighty 
Power of the Lord which was made manifeſt in them, for the 
bringing dow naef that which had been exalted againſt bim, and 
for the rell ration of the oppreſſed Captive, — 
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de known ſrom the power of Satan, and from 
corruption, that we being ſet free wherein we were held , might 
ſerve the Lord in truth and fingleneſs of heart, and wait upon 
bim, and follow the leadings af his Spirit, in the exerciſe of our 
hearts and minds io ſerving and wor ſhipping the Lord our God; 
And ſo the God of Heaven bach revealed and made manifeſt the 
way of Life and peace, the way wherein comfort and ſatisfaction 
to the ſoul is found, the Gate of Mercy, even the entrance to 
che everlaſting Kingdom of Reſt and Joy for evermore ; which 
although it be ſtrait and narrow, and acroſs to the fleſhly part, 
ani earthly ground and wiſdom, yet it is eaſie, pleaſant and de- 
lightful living ia the Spirit, and becoming little, even avs Child, 
for ſo muſt he become that enters in at the traſt Gate to eat of 
the Tree of Life whichis in the midſt of the Paradice of God: So 
we have found the way of everlaſting peace, ( chrough the rich 
mercy; and tender viſitation of the Lord) waking in the Spirit, 
and living in that which morcifes the deeds of the fleſh', be- 
ing ſubject to the Croſs of our Lord Jelus Chriſt, Hete is reſt to 
the ſoul; here is che ſweet vifitations of tbe Lord knowa, which 
are as the former and latter rain, to refreſh the lowly in heart, 
and poor in ſpirit: Here waiting upon the Lord, the ſtrength is 
renewed, and here the Lord ſpeaks peace to people, even as they 
are in Chriſt the Power of God, group ap in bim, who is the 
truth and the life, they are poſſeſſors of, laſting gpeace(which God 
ſpeaks not to the wicked) which is the portion of the upright in 
heare; and as the Lord hath made manifeſt the way of peace, life 
and everlaſting happineſe, he hath alſo diſcovered the contrary, 
even the way of miſery, darkneſs and deſtruction, the way which 
is broad, and many in the luſts of the fleſh takes pleaſure in it, 
following the motions of the fleſh, and the deſires of rhe carnal 
mind, reſiſting the motions of Gods good Spirit, and batingthe 
bleſſed Light of the Lord Jeſus Chrilt , and ſo ſpeads away their 
precious time, and in this (tate, that is to ſay in the fleſh, reſiſt- 
ing the Spirit of the Lord, they cannot ſerve God, nor pleaſe 
him, nor worſhip him in truth, though they may profeſſe him in 
words, and draw near him with their mouth; yet being in the 
fleſh contrary to the Spiric ot Truth, the ear turned away from 
bearing of God's La, thiic prayers are abomination , their 
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Eord, no peace from God; no true reſt, uo ſatisfaction, ao behold- 

ing the ol the Lord, nor no affurance- of the Eter · 
naſ Inheti vieh never fades away, but an earneſt of wrathꝰ 
pain; miſety, ond trouble, which will come upon all u 
live * dye in diſobedience of the glorious Goſpel of Jeſus 
Obri 

- And fo we ſeethe Way of Life to all that believe in the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus and the way of death to all ho live in 
regu and ere not dy che power of God, and 
red from to life, and from the Kingdom of darkneſs, = 
the Kingdom of the dear Son of God. 

And theſe things are ot great concernment unto us, aud we 
ſee it is very needtul to wait upon the hord, and to follow the mo- 
tions af his Spirit that we may feel his power to preſerve us in 
his will, out of the evil of the World, that ſo in the power of 
the Lord our God we may war a good Warfare, and finiſh our 
courſe wich joy, 

And verily this is a matter of great weight unto us, even to 
haveour hearts exerciſed toward the Lord in obedience to bis 
Will, in bat he requirech ot us, that we may have a Conſcience. 
void of offence towards him: And ſo the day of the Lord God 
being come, and his Eternal Power made known in many hearts, 
by which mati are raiſed to ſerve him, and obey him, yes to wor- 
ſhip him according to his on Will, and the leadings of his good 
Spirit; We are even conſtrained by the Power of the Lord to 
meet together in his Name and Fear, to wait upon him, and to 
worſhip him, and alſo to exhort one anotherin his holy Power, 
as the Spirit of the Lord directs; yea, and ſo much the more as 
the day appeareth : And this we find alſo to be according to tho 
Scriptures of Truth, and practice of the Servants of the Lord in 
former dayes, who did not forſake the aſſembling of themſelves 
together, bur met often, and ſometime in one place, and ſome- 
time in another, as they were directed in the fear of tne Lord: 
And they that feed the Lord ſpakę often one unto another and the Lord 
bearkened and heard it, and a Bork, of Remembrance was written for 
them that feared the Lord, aud that thought upon his Name : And they 
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© all bo mut ſaub the Lord, in the day that I wake uy 1) Je, and 
1 — — Amun ſparetih his own Sen that ſarveth him : 

thus win « time when the proud wert called happy, and they. 
that wrought wickedneſs were ſet up, and they that tempt 
were delivered; yet even in ſuch a time did they that £ 
the Lord ſpeak often together, and alſo in the time when the Go... 
ſpel of Chriſt was publiſhed by the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Je- 
- ſux; winkoy were brought into the obedienee of the truth, and 
gathered from tlie ent Worſhip and way of ſervice , [and 
they, do wit the J e could plead more wuſtiy for the Antiquity 
of their way'of Worſhip, and their order in their Werſhip, than 
many who this day profeſs them ſelves to be Chriſtians ; and a re- | 
formed ChyrchFand in that time did-they- meet together, ſome- | 
time ia i Chatnber q ſordetime' in an houſe, and ſometime in an | 
upper room; ay the Lord dire&ted'themyand: ag they had appor- 8 | 
tanities; and gathered Churches which met at Houſes, and waited | 
þ upon the Lord, and exhorted one another, and might all ſpeak | 
one by one, as the Spitit of the Lord lead them, that all mighy 
brar; and all be comtorced: | 
Asad wa do not read that the Jews madt a Law, (or the Romans ei- 
ther, who at that time had the Principality) that they Could not meet 
above four together, or if they met fiue, or above, they ſbould-be 
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Thdeed the. e who wo not, were bad enough, and perſe- 
cated the Sainte ſrom City, Ad balled out of Houſes they that 


profeſſ:d the Name of Jeſus, and ſometime ſcourged them; but 
hey are evil ex imples to be followed, and it's pitty that any who 
pt᷑ofeſe themſelves Ch i ſians, ſhoulddo the like to any that meet 
together in the fear of the. Lord, to ſer ve him, and walk peacea- 
by in godhneſs and fear. 

And why may not more than four meet together lawfully to 
worſhip God, in the account of God and all uit men? Why may 
not ten? Yea and why may nota hundred and more bo rovided 
ſlill it be ro worſhip God, and ſetve him. And why may not alſo 
tome tome ima mongſt them who are unbelievers, that are igno- 
rent of the way of truth, that they may come to heat, and learn, 

and be's0nvinced of all, and go away, and confeſs . that God is 
there 


thereof Scrath; and if there be more that come upon the ſame 
accodar, irizaiſo ap ved; dar 50 1 244 eme {3000 
Sure rhe was u concourſe of people, when che Diſciples 
were wet in one place, where thtee thouſaad were ed to che 
heart at one time. H id ic been juſtifiable in the ei at thar vime 
to hinder ſuch gatherings of pꝛople together, or ſuch Speakeis ab they 
were, who _ as the Spirit of the Lord gave them ucterance? 
Fhe'Jews were, rery angcy with them, and commanded) chem to 
ſpeak na more in the Name of Jeſus, but they obeyed God rather 
then man, and ſpoke boldly the Word of the Lord, and the Lord 
was with-them, yes and filled eheic hearts with joy and comfort, 
—— ſometime they were pat in the Stocks, and ſometime in 
Priſon. ae 

So we do verily find both by the Teſtimony of che Spirit of 
Godin our hears, and alſo by the Teſtimony of the Scriptares, 
Phat dur meeting together to worſhip the Lord, and to wait up- 
on him, is according to che mind of God; and alfo to the practile 
of the Saints in former dayes; and although we be of the ſuffer- 
ing · ſide, as the Saints were in times paſt, yet we are content in 
the will of the Lord to give up unto him in all theſe things: An d 
ſurely if they that cauſeth us to ſuffer, did but diligencly mind 
and conſider their way and weapons which they go on in, and 
wat with, they may find chemſelves to be an the perſecuting · ſide, 
and ſee the Saiats did not fo, neither war with ſuch weapons; for 
the Saints weapons were not carnal 5 bar ſpirituat, and mighty 
through God, to the pulling down of ſtrong holds; ſor tis the 
ſpiritual Wenpons that can and doth conquer the man of fin 
within, and can ſubdue every high chought and imagination, and 
bring uader whatſoever is contrary to the Will of God: Tu the 
Eternal Word of the everlaſting God that is quick and power- 
ful, ſharper than any two-edged ſword, which divides within, 
where'no carnal Weapon can divide: And if any think we be 
notimthe way of che Bord, let them come forth with ſpiritual 
Weapons, o? with the beſt they have laying aſide all carnal Wes 
pons, Club and Staffe, force and compulſion, for that will never 
overcome a ſpiritual Enemy 3 ic may kill out irdly, but cannot 
kill ſpiritual wickedneſs; and coming forth with theſe Weapons, 
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an bine e ens . ei 
comely — the ſober and honeit ra ws people: — 
—— the Saints, then beJbng_ out a — 2 
car dal wesponsvand ceſung inta priſon for no ptherrthing hav! 
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made ich, thar ill not allow as; \and if you do, — | 
or we brake your. Good', o cemronit you to priſon er ramſe uu fore: 
feit pam Eſtaes d (1 bepafore we :charge 191 grve over, If m, wparagh 
proceed agent vue an guν Meet inge, rama Hemd 2 

nohꝗ 

Ob! obere in the fpiritudl Weapons , the power to conviſte 
gair-ſayery, , Goſpel-Miniſters tat ment forth vnbhuut Clubt of) 
| ff; for ſay we, convince our Conſciences, or-eiſe we dare nat 
| | do ir; -for. we may nor! me the- hands e of ade 
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Obj. Welk, hem: "lay they) 57% will be wh e you 1 wi 
dew ? will you toil ay felves with theſe r ? 
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| 451 More is dhe picy x (dlaywe ) tat we may notfervy — 
Lord, and worſhip him; but ſuch lufferings will be exerciſed u- 
on us by a people that proſeſs themſelues Chriſtians, and reform · 
ed ones too: Well, ſay we, we muſt commit our cauſe to the 
Lord, and even give up all to him, who knows Now to deliver a 
we righteous! out of all their trouble. ev, bl 165 | , 


Obj. I but (ay they) cannot you meet four, ard ne wore? | 


An. Welay, We may not limit the Lord, neither in the things: 
of God muſtwenrder ourſelves, And again if fore could * 
were how it would. mater nejthers” u def 26 fads“ 
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Obj. "Then (fay they, you — he forced, ad ther == er —— of" 

Jon. will jeild, and ibm ur mill boaſt over yaurwnhb thoſe | Anſ? 
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Ut as not; the way of the Long, agr jtheprafitife 
fans, ſo neicher datpit effect checyd, fog it 
t wil ye be jor che Neto) 
ue recep, no, nor yet say 
mfart in the mean time, for there in 2 ric chat meets with 
the. Pecſecutors now and then, hich Raps their. furious driving, 
(Sprache no egle u their Me as igwas yvith Sou while he 
perlecaced the Saigts and brought them baboth Men and 
Women, chat believed in the Lord Jeſu g and he is- noc a 
example in that to he followed ; for he made hatch of the Church, 
entering into eyery Houſe , and halling men and women. , cummitti 5 
hem ta pri ſem having Amtberuy from the Chief- Friqti, and bang ex- 
credingly mad acamſt them, ( AQs8 3. Ads 26. 10, 11.) as he after: 
vyards confeſſed ; and a he vvent to Bamaſcus with Authority 
and Commiſſion, he vvas {truck dovvn for all bis Authority, and, 
heard a voice ſaying to him, #hy perſecuteſt thou me 2 it i hard for: 
thee to kick againſt the pricks, And it will be very hard for all ſuch 
vvho pet ſecute the Children of che Lord, the Lord will (mite 
them one vvay or another; if they be not ſmitten to their Con- 
verſion : But if the Lord ſmite them often, and they ſtil! go on 
to fin more and more; be will gaſe him of his Adverſaries, and 
avenge him of his Enemies, vnd ſmite them vvith an icrecovers- 
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0j. And if it e objected. Ta rhrſe were Fews that: id riot pron 
feſa Chriſt, that t hen per ſecuted the C broſtians, and it was evil done of 
them; but we arg a Reformed Church, and we do it in zeal to Chriſt, 
that people Abe be- all of ene maß, and ib Lan deth allow u 
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.. Tis apluvered thus: The Jews had # zeal for God which 
vyas not according to knovviedge; and they had a Law alſo, by 
which they judged the Holy One that he gught to dye; but al- 
chgugb they ſuppoſech then did God ſeryice, und ſos the defending 
af the hams yer jndesdithey bee. and they badas 

al} 


much 


much to ſry for their vyay of Worſhip, it. being ancient; and 
they vrbich differed from them, their yvay vas but nevy in ap- 
pearance: Iſay, che Jew: might plead for their Way far more 
groundedly,rhan many 1 people vvho neither live 
in their Wey of Worſhip, according to the Jews under the Law, 
ns nor yet according to the Saints in the Primitive times; And 
thoſe that profeſs themſeives Chriftizns , and yer perſecute the 
Innocent, they are far more guilty than the Jews vvere, inaſmuch 
as they both proſeſi more Light, and alſo vva lk ſo quitt coutra - 
ry to their ovvn-Profeffion ; yes and to the example of Chriſt, 
vvhom they profeſs ( and the true Chriſtians) who ſaid, Love your 
Enemies, pray for them that perſecute you; not pet ſecute them that 
pray for you: Ne ther had the Saints ſach Weapons to bring- 
people into their Charch, as is now uſed, but ſpiritual ones, migh- 
ty 


h God, and vvent forth in bis Power; chi brought peo—-—ꝛ 
ple to be of one heart, and one vvay. and to ſerve the Lord with 
one mind, which force, vvith carnal Weapons, vvill never accom 
Pliſh, to bring people to be of one vvay. 


Obj, And as it's ſaid, But ſome will ytild, and i hen we will refoice 
in that. * 


Anſ. Tie anſwered, That's a bad Work to force people, and 
compel them to deny that vvbich God hath made manifeſt to 
them to be cruth; and the greater is their fin that ſo do, 'Tis ſaid; 
that San compelled ſome to blaſpheme againſt the Name of Je- - 
ſes, when beraged-ſo againſt them; but be afterward confeſſed 
it as a great fin: And though ſome did ſo, or do ſo, yet that is 
no confirmation to the perſecutors, that. they are in the Way of 
God; no; nor yet # true Teftimony againſt the perſecuted; that 
they are not in the Way of Cod; neither doth fit truly convert 
men atall: Indeed force and compulſion may make ſome men 
conform to that outwardly, vybich otherwiſe they would not do; 
but that is not hing of weight, their hearts are never the better, 
but are rather worſe, and more hypocrites that before, for force 
doth but make Hypocrites at the moſt; for it i: God alone by his 
poweriul Word of Life operating in the hearus of people , that 


— — 


a". — 9 * 
r a TIES, 
X z 2 2 


ene 


„ „„ 


TIF n oy , | 7 * 9 , . | 
<changeth them, and — * "2 in the Spirit of their minds; 


and bring them into the true Service and Worſhip,even to draw 
near him with their bearts, and to worſhip him in Spirit and 
"Truth, add it's out of man'spower, and that which God doth 
notrequite of meu at this day , to force by penalties and carnal 
Weapons to this or that Worſhip , and is abſolutely. 22 the 

tactice of the Saints, and the Spitit of Jeſus , 25 alſo againſt 
Chriſt's Royal Law, which is, Whatſoever ye would i hat men ſhould 
do write you, even ſo do * unto them: Now let every man make it 
his own caſe, He ſaith has way # the way of God, und anothers ts not: 
Well then, would he be forced to leave his own way, and to go to 
the other, vvhich he is not ſatiiſied of to be according t the 
mind of God, eſpecially wheri nothing is offered to convince his 
Conſcience, or perſwade his mind and underſtanding , buc force 
and compulſion: Surely no man would be. ſo dealt with in his own 


caſe; 


- Obj, But if it be ſaid, Ve have Power and 4 Lam, and we are wiſe 
and learned men, and we would not be forced from our Religion, bus we 
would force people to our. 8 


Avxſ. This hath no weight in it at all; for you ought᷑ to put your 
ſelves in the ſame capacities as them you deal with are; and to 
conſider your ſelves in their condition ; they are as ſtrongly ( ir 
may be more) perſwaded in their Conſciences by the Spirit 
of God, chat their Tags right, than you are of yours. Well 
then, (weighing theſe things) would you be forced? Would you 
have others to deal fo with you, if you vvere in their condition, 
and they in yours? Let God's Witne(s anſwer in all Conſcien- 
ces, and ſee if theſe vvays of forcing in matters of Conſcience to 
God-ward-, be not quite contrary to the practice of the Sainte, 
and to the Royal Law of Chriſt, | 


O. Beſides, though it be ſaid, Bur we ud ge we are is the right, 


And our may is the true way, 
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45 "I's inſwered Tou may be miſtaken „ many hath; that 


hade had thoughts their way was right; and while you baye not 


the i; Fa] {ble Wicne(s of God's Spirit with you, to teſtifie to your 


Ire you may err as the former Forcers have don, 

and then you ccuſe people to ſin, if you'could force them te blaf- 
eme, and to deny, ns Sav/ did; for if he that turneth a ſinner 
m the error of his vvay, ( who hath erred from the Truth) 


Way,peradvent 


doth ſave a foul, and hide a multitude of fins, then they that 
force people fr om the Way of God, and cauſe them to err, doth 


ing ſouls into death, and ſo bring innocent blood upon them- 
ſelves, yea the blood of ſouls, which will be a great weight in the 
day of God's account. 


O5 But if it be further ſaid, How ther? how muſt we do ( there i; 
ſo many wayes) that people might be brought to one way to ſerve God? 


A»ſ. Do what God requireth of you, and no more, and then 
we ſhall never ſuffer by you, nor under you; Do juſtly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with your God, this is better than the fat of Rams: 
tis better than all the outward ſounds and ceremonies; and bodi- 
ly exerciſe, while the heart is far from the Lord. And if you judge 
you are in the right, and your way-is right, come forth then with 
ſpiritual Weapons, mighty ones, in the power of the Goſpel of 


Teſus Chriſt, and let us ſee you ſhine forth in bis Image; let this be 


your covering, your white Robes, even the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, which d the tiphteouſash of the Saints, and lets ſee your 
meekneſs, patience, gentleneſs, and good example your readineſs 
by word and deed to convince gain- layers in the power and go- 


ſpel of Chriſt; your love to Enemies, your ſelf-denial, your ſuob- 
jection to the Croſs oſ our Lord Jeſus; Oh this would reach our 
hearts, then God's Witneſs would anſwer to you, and this would 
anſwer the good part in all; and this is the way to bring people to 


de of one mind in the truth; this is God's way, this is the way the 


Saints walked in; this is the way we love and deſire; and this alſo -» 


would be of good report amongſt all good people; but the con- 


trary , 


8 2 98 5 
dern wartene compaffion, aſth a hafly, froward, proud, envi- 
ous ſpirit; wich Staff and Club, and carnal Weapons, and Stocks,. 
and priſoning of people, againſt whom there is nooccafion, but 
concerning the Law of their God, and matters which are really 
of Conſcience to God-wards; Welay", this will never be ſuſtiſi · 
edby che Lord, nor effect the end neither; nor be of good report 
amongſt ſober people, nor anſwer the good part in people: And 
moreover, the Lord God of Life will turn his hand and power 
apain{t them, that ſo turn their hand and power apain{t his peo- 
ple for obeying him and exerciſiag their Conſcieaces towards 
him, in waiting upon him, and worſhipping him according to that 
which he hach made manifelt to them; and ſuch will be more in- 
excaſable for perſecuting now, than the Jews were in former 
dayes x for then the Saints met together, and profeſſed the Name 
oß ſeſus, which the Jews did noc ſay they believed in. Belides, it 
was in appearance ſuch a new way , and ſo different to the Law 
and manner of Worſhip which the Jet had, that they had ſome 
ſeeming colour in their way; but no» for they that profeſſe the 
Name of Chriſt, and the Scriptures of the Neu- Teſtament, and 
the Sainis pcact fe, and Chrilt's commands to be obeyed, for theſe 
(all chiags conlidered ) to perſecute people for owning the com 
minds of Chriſt, and for practiſing tlie 1 which they 
cannot but read) the Sxinrs pract ſed, and to h; ple, and 
commit them to Priſon for meeting in the Name of ſeſus to wor + 
ſhip Ged and to wait upon him; yea, and to be ſo far from che- 
riſhing ſuch, as to ac the very parts of them that made, havork 
of che Church, ang halled our both men and women, and was 
exceedingiy-mad, and cauſed ſome to blaſpheme, and committed 


to Priſon for che ſame things; it doch mppear to be great evil, 


and co be even ſin ag unſt knowledge, againſt their own profeſſi- 
on as Chriſtians, and cannot be parallel'd with any of rhe Sainte, 
but with the Perſecutots, who hated and evilly entrefted the ſer- 
vants of the Lord in former ages, who never could accompliſly 
their end, though they cauſed many to ſuffer, and nom to put all 
out of doub, aud to give all who oppoſeth the people of God in 
the way of God, an abſolute anſwer , that they ſhall not be able 
to accompliſh their end, and therefore it vvould be far better to 
2 do 
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be quiet, and to mind the 1 of Chriſt , leſt they by . 
ing contrary, do bring innocent ſuffering, gnd blood upon their 
on heads, and incur God's heavyſtroke of diſpleaſare againſt 
them, yea and a fire be kindled in their own bowels, and a worm 
which ſhall not dye, and a dart firike through the heart and liver, 
and ſo the end be as bitter as Wormwood, and as ſharp as a two- 
edged Sword; theſe are Inſtruments of War which the Lord 
hath in his Quiver, whichis reſerved for the day of Battle, vhen 
God pleads wich ail.Acih by fire, and by his ſword , when the 
ſlain of che Lord ſhall de many, when he will rain ſnares upon 
the wicked, fire and brimſtone, and grievous tempeſis; this is the 
portion, of their Cup: But indeed we do deſire: the converſion 
and ſalvation even of our perſeeutors; and therefore to put all 
out of doubt, as is before ſaid, that there is no prevailing againſt 
the Lord, nor againſt the Sen of the Holy One, in whom the 
Lord is: We ſay „the living God of Heaven and Earth bath 
made manifeſt unto us the Way to Life, and called us to walk in 
it and united our hearts together, (as many as lives in his Power) 
to ſer ve him, and to wait upon him, and to meet together to wor- 
ſhip him in ſpit it and eruth; and we are per ſwaded to obey the 
Lord, and believe jn the Loi d, that be will ſtrengthen us in his 
Way and Will unto the end: For our ſtrength is in the Lord (and 
not. of our ſelves ). who hath called us to follow bim thro 
good report and bad report, and not to deny bis. Way becanſe of 
ſufferings, but to endure in patience, and let the Lord plead our 
cauſe * 1 his 2 [wear? And wh 
Obj, And if any ſay, Why will you not ſwear © And why will you 
meet, * there * + pain — there trus fit F 
Anſ, Ferber, we ſay, We dare not diſobey the 
Lord for fear of puniſhment or ſuffering outwardly ; and we 
meet to2etber.in the Name and fear of the Lord, 
1. Becauſe the Lord God of Life requireth it of us, that we 
Qou!d meet in bis Name and Power, and wait apon him, and edi- 
fie one another in his love and life, and in our meetings waiti 
upon the Lord, we have the Preſence of the living God of Lite 
with us, and the feeling of the virtue of bis love in our hearts;and 
be liſts up his countenance ppou us, yea and comforteth us by his 
| ree 
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Ge Spirit, whereby we know and are aſſured, that it is acror; 
ding to the mind and will of the Lord, and that he ſpeaks peace 
unto us: And this being the realtruch, ler alt che Honeft-heart- 
ed judge bow we cnn in Conſcience leave thut which God requi· 


reth of us. in vbedience to which we have God's prefence with 


us, and do that whigh man requireth of us, contrary to the truth, 
in obſerving of which we fhould*fall into condemnation, and 
feel God's anger, and the Teſtimony of his Spirit againſt us, to 
judge us, which would be greater ſufferings in the inward man, 
than all the outw ard ſufferings which we may meet with; for in 
theſe being faithful, the Lord comforteth our hearts. | 

2, Again, We meet together to wait upon the Lord, becauſe 
we fear the Lord Cod, he hath placed hit tear in our hearts, and 
and we know him to be great and mighty, a great King above all 
Kings, and 4 great God above all Gods, that is able to do what - 
ſorver he will in Heaven and In Earth, and in the Kingdomes of 
men, and we know he is worthy to be worſhipped, and to have 
the heart given up unto him, for he hath power to change the 


heart, (which men by all their force cannot do) and to give true 


and laſting peace, which the World can never take away; and his 
fear beingin our hearts, we account him Lord And Ruler in our 
Tonſciences; and worthy to be obeyed in heart, ſoul and ſpitit: 
And becauſe we fear him more than man, we are bound in duty 
to obey him, for he hath power over both ſoul and body, whictt 
man harh not; for man can but kill the body, he hath not power 
to kill the ſoul; neither hath he power co redeem the ſoul;neither 
cart manconvert the ſoul by any force or penalty oacwardly; 
therefore man doth bur labour in vain, for he can neither kil nor 
cure the foul; bur the Lord whom we fear, hath power,and is able 
to kill, and to make alive: And becauſe vve fear him more than 
man, therefore we chuſe to obey him rather than man, & to meet 
in God's fear. And this being our condition, let the ſober-hearrs 
ed judge, Hovv can vve deny the Lord vvho hath all Poyver, and 
hath quickned us, & redeemed our ſouls from death, & go to obey 


man [contrary to Chrilj's Doctrine) vvho hath no poyver over 


the Soul. Surely as vve ſtand in God's fear and counſel, vve mi 
not do this evil. and fin againſt our God. 


3. Agein 
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3: Again; We meet together to wait upon the Lord, beetüſe 
0 bach nädeig fel to us. and perſwaded us, that the Way 
in which we walk, is according to his mind and will, apd we look 
ngt for direction in our Religion, by mam Den ; 
- weſhould ſerve and warſhip, God ; fot we know,ir's Go 
by tus Spirit, that leads people in the exerciſe of the true Religi- 
on, as it is written; J 5. Lerd teacheth thee to profit , and leadeth 
thee in the way.in which thou ſronldeſt go; and ſo we are content wich 
our Religion which the Lord nh us into and in theexer- 
eiſe of it we have God's bleſſing, filling our bearts yyith love ind 
Joy, peace and ſatisfaction, in which'our fouls are comtot ted, and 
vvye look not fot another Religion contrary to that which vve are 
in; but our hearts are fixed, vvaiting upon the Lord, and we te- 
ecived it from the Lord, and not upon any ſuch rerms, as tp con- 
tinue in it till man made a Law agaialt it, or ſpate againſt it, ang 
no longer; but even as the Way of Truth vvas made manifeſt to 
vs, ſo to preſi on in it unto the end: And vve ſee the Wayes and 
Religions of. men to be ſo changeable, ſometimes one vvay, and 
* that it appears to us, a5 ii men received their 
Religion but till Orders of another ſort ol men to the contra; 
Ty : And vye ſee many people lo ready to part vvith their Religi- 
on, and take up another, that gives us juſt ground to believe they 
found not the Preſcace of God vvith them in their Way and Ex- 
erciſe: And ſo it's but looſe vyith them, and they can leave it up- 
on occaſion, rather than ſuffer che loſs of any thing for it; and 
this makes us prize that yvbich Cod hath made manifeſt to us, the 
more becauſe vve receive Refreſhment from the Lord, in the ex- 
erciſe of our Religion, beſides if vve bad been voyd of the true 
Religion till this day, vve ſhould have been as unſtable as others, 
rolled. about vvith vvinds of doftrine, and have knovvn, ro true 
reſt go our Souls; but it is vvell knovvn that vve xvere of the ſame 
mind, that vve are novy, in the time of the former Poyvers, and 
vve received. not our Religion from them neicher, but from the 
ord our God, neither vvas our Religion or vve in the exerciſe 
of it, confirmed by any Lavv. or Decree of theirs, but on the 
contrary did ſuffer much bardſhip under chem, and by * 
* | vyhom 
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«whom they cheriſhed at that time in the Religion which they al- 
"lowed, and they then ſaid ;theirs was the r ght my; and they ſibe bt 


Lord, iat we may not vdo it. " G sue 


and priſoned many who were contrary to them 5 and now oer ſay they 
are in the way, and «ſeth force and ſuch like 19 them that diff er frem 
them. One ſaid the Lan is on our fide. , ard me are in i be right , the 
others ſay, I he Law ts on our ſide, and we are in the right, and you muſt 
conform, or ſuffer deeply. We lay, None of theſe things can 'per- 
ſwade our Lonſciencer; but come forth in the Power of the Lord, 
as good examples, with ſpiritual Weapons, if you will perſwade 
us; for we cannot with a {ate Conſcience leave our: Religion 
which the Lord bath led us into by his own power, upon theſe 
things, but muſt rather give up to ſoffer in the Will of the Lord; 
for we know plainly, it is God lone by bis power, that doth 
bring people into the true Worſhip: And this is according t6-the 
Scriptures of Truth, and allo to the Service which is now allow- 
ed; lot tis ſaid in the Collect for that which is called the-thir- 
teenth Sunday after Trinity, Almighty and maſt merciful God, 
of. whoſe onely gift it cometh that thy faithful people do unto thee 
true and landible ſervice : Now then, it it come onely by the ꝑift 
of, God chat the tairbſul do true ſervice unto. God, then they that 
would force people from ſer ving God according to his gift given 
them, would force them from the true ahd laudable ſer vice of 
God, and Jo make them act contrary to the gift of God, and un- 
avoidably lead and force people from the true Worſhip of God, 
into hy poct᷑ iſie, and a failc, feigned, lifeleſs and heartleſs Wor- 
hip-,,4nwhich the Lord take no pleaſure.ꝰ And ſo: this being 
truly conſidered; we can put it to the Conſciences of all that fear 
the Lord; to judge whether we can with a fate :Conſcierice leave 
our Religion which God bath led us into, and the exerciſe ol it, 
according to the gut of God, by which onely true ſitvice is done 
to- Cod, in which aiſo we find acceptance with. God through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and go to a Religion in the will of man, contrary to 
the gift of God, by force and compultſion, where we could not 
a& affectionately with our hearts, nor yet find the blefſing and 
pꝛeſence of God with us, acting contrary to the gift of God: 
Truly it i in our heart and conſciences, as the truth of the 


But 
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Eut if any ſhould ob ect and ſay, Tour Reli gion is but vem, r 
„f ala e land ng, ours is a hundred years old, or thercalouti, fince Po- 
pery was. brought from having the upper hand in thus Nation; for they 
forced, but they were out of the way, but ours 15 a reformed Church, 


"Tis anſwered , That though the name or denomination by 
which we are diſtinguiſhed from other people, be but of late 
years, which was caſt upon us by ſome that mocked us, becauſe of 
the Power of the Lord, which cauſed many to quake and trem- 
ble; yer the Life in hich we ive, and the truth ck we profeſs, 
is ancient, and the practice in which we are exerciſed in the wor- 
ſhip of God, is according to the truth and practiſe of the Saints 
of od: And ſo it might be ſaid of the Saints, and of Faul when 


be was converted, and turned from the Jews Worſhip, that it was 


a new Religion; but it was the mighty Power of God that chan- 
ged them, though many in that day oppoſed them And ſo we 
ſay, Force now, with Priſons and car nal Weapons, is of the ſame 
nature at it was formerly, in the Papiſts and others, for they ſaid 
they had a Law, and they were the true Church, and they for- 
ced about Religion, and killed many + and now bere is but the - 
ſame Argument, The Law faith ſo and ſo: Therefore we (ce the 
ſame Nature forcing now, as formerly, as it's fad, Vie that was 
born after the fleſh, perſecuted him that was born after the Spirit; even + 
ſo it is now. 5 
And for being of a hundred years ſtanding , this adds no 
frengeh to it at allʒ for the er Religion was far more ancient, 
and yet being in the perſecut ing nature, and reſiſting the Holy 
One and the Juſt, though they profeſſed God with their mouth, 
yet that would not cover them, nor will it cover people now, to 
profeſs God with their mouth, while they are found in the Na- 
ture, eps and practiſe, of them who perſecuted the Saints and 
Servants of God in ages paſt, | 
And for that Which is ſaid, That we are but of late years;- We 
ſay, Men are not true Chriftians by Generation, neither by an 
outward Profeſſion, but by an inward. change in the heart, 
wrought by the Power of God in the Regeneration. And ſo it 
ir 
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ie be but a few yearsin compnriſon, ſince we, or any of-us ere 
changed and turned to the Lord, yet it was in the time when the 
Lord was pleaſed, and ſaw good to viſit us; and we can truly ſay 
it was an acceptable day and time when we were turned from 
darkneſs to the true Light and from the Power of Satan to God: 
And we are glad of it, and can ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord for it if ic 
had been but yeſterday, that any of us were renewed in the Spi- 
rit of our minds to God; for it is matter of oy to us, that the 
Lord hath gathered us in our day and time, from off the barren 
Mountains, into his Fold, to wait upon him, and to receive teach- 
ing and ſatisfaction from him: This is tar more to us to know 
the Lord changing us in our day, and bringing us to know the 
things that per taineth to our everlaſtin; peace, than to have a 
large Profeſſion of the Saints words, and yet to be out of the 
- Saints Lite, and out of the way where true pette and reſt is fouad 
to the foul ; and ſo the Lord having maniſeſted his Truth to us, 
and brought us into the Religion in which he manifelts his pre- 
lence to us, we are content to Wait in the Will of the Lord, and 
may not for ſake our Religion, nor the aſſembling of our ſelves 
together, becauſe man ſaith to the contrary, but walk according 
to the gitt of God, by which onely it is, chat true and faithful ſer- 
vice is performed anto him. 6 
4+ Again, we meet together to wait upon the Lotd, that our 
Conſcieaces may be kept clear towards him, that we may have the 
anſver of a good Conſcience towards God, which if we ſhould 
walk contrary to that which the Lord hath m1de 'manifelt , here 
would be ſhipwrack of: Faith and 4 good Conſcience; for fo it 
was formerly, it any forſook the Lord and bis Truth after they 
had taſted ot his good Word, if they fell-away from that which 
they had once knon and profeſſed of the Truth and Goſpel of 
Jeſus, they madeſhipwrack of Faith and a good Conſcience, and 
then they could not hive the anſwer of a good Conſcience, nei - 
iher had they peace with God; and what remained if they con- 
tinued fo, but a certain fearful looking for of Judgement and fie- 
ry indignation, which will devour, and therefore we knowing 
the precioulneſs of the anfwer of à good Conſcience towards 
God, do prize it, and aſteem it as Jewel of great worth, and we 
| C2 me, 
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may not forfakethe way of the Lord, herein ve have the ano 
ſwer of a good Conſcien ce(becauſe ol outward force) & go into » 
that in which we ſhou d ſuffer anguiſh, have a certain fear ful 
looking for of judgment, aud a ſting in our own conlciences; 
therefore we can put it to all who fear the Lord to judgof, if 
it de not ſafe for us roabide.in the way -of che Lord, and to he 
faithful co him, though we may meet with ſufferingsin this 
world, 

5, Again, we meer together in-the-ſear of the Lord, and- 
own the doctrine of Chrift to live in it, becauſe-we are per- 
ſwaded in the fear and power of the Lord God of life; who is 
our ſtrength, that nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
love of God which we have in Chriſt jeſus our Lord; the love 
of God is ſo comfortable, and his favour is fo refreſhing to us, 
and the teſtimonie of his ſpirit is ſo ſatisfactorie in our hearts, 
that we are perſwaded, nothing will be able to ſeparate us;our 
ſtrength is in the Lord, and he is all- ſuffieient to keep us 
through all, by his mighty power ; unto the end waiting up- 
on him, and abiding in his power, he is able co ſave to the ut- 
termoſt; and chis were the Saints formerly perſwaded off, chart 
nothing ſhould be able to ſeparate chem from the love of God, 
& they met with many hardſhips & were ofteutimes cruelly in- 
treated, & ſhamefully handled as the Scriptmres declare; yet 
through all the Lord was with his people, and comforted their 
hearts in their following of him, and the love of God a- 
bounded to them and in them, and they were Conquerors 
through him that loved chem, Now if any at that time de- 
nyed the truth for fear of man, or any other thing, they came 
to ſuffer in there hearts, and to feel forrew in their inward 
man; for when iniquicy enters into the heart, it darkens the 
underſtanding, and alſo the creature loſeth the fence of, the 
love of God; and if there be not repentance, and a returning 
unto the Lord, Iniquity grows more ſtrong, and love grows 
cold in ſuch, and the heart grows worſe and worſe, and is 
hardned by degrees againft the Lord and his people, and then 
there is a — from che love of God, & the feeling, and 
earneſt of {orrow and trivulation upon every one that doth, 
evill; therefore we are perſuaded that it is fate for us to wait 

upon 
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upon the Lord in the way which he hath made manifeſtunts*' 
us, that ſo we m iy receive che power to renew, our firength,. 
that we may walk on in the pach of life, and nothing ſeparate, 
us from the love of God which we have in Chriſt Jeſus, Sha 
mibulation, or aft &ion, or principalities, or powers ſepa rute 
us from the love of God? Shall force by carnal weapons, or 
Pliſous cauſe us deny that which: God hath made maniſeſt 
unto us? Is chere Powersaga-nſt us, Thrones againſt us? well, 
this is (afe for us, to abide in the.countel of God, that we may 
always feel his love in our hearts; and if we ſuffer, Ter us ſuf. 
fer here, becaule of our Faichfuinels to the Lord: If we muſt 
go to Priſon, let us Rand in che power of God, that his love, 
and life, bleiling, and heavenly preſence may bewith us: Better 
to ſuffer out wardly in priſons, and holes, & ha ve the love and 
preſence of che Lord with us, then to diſobey the Lord, and 
walk contrary to his gift, and ſo ſaffer inward anguiſh and 
forrow of heart, aud ſomething ſeparace us from the love of, 
God, and then o can ſpeak peace tous, if the Lord ſpeak 
trouble; but if che Lord ſpeak peace, it'> no matter though 
man may ſpeak trouble; though che wrach of man may riſe 
high, yec he that doch whatlocver he will in heaven and in“ 
earth, he en make it to turn to his praite, and the reYof it he 
will reſtrain; and bleſſed are they that have che Lord with _ 
them, on cheir ſide; he ſpeaks peace to them in the midſt of 
all, his love refreſheth our hearts, aud ſo to put all out of 
doubt, we are perſwaded in the power of che Lord; that no- 
thing will be able to feparate us from the love which we have 
in our Saviour ; and here it is good to a bide, and not to give 
one foot back, to give any. ground unto the enemy, but to? 
continue where the love of God is with us, and his bleſſed pre- 
ſence with us, comforting our hearts, which people doth not find 
with them in diſobedience, walking and acting contrary to hat 
the Lord hath made maniſeſlgo them; and ſo we can pntir to the 
Conſciences of all people who have any ſence of the love of God 
in their hearts, Whether it can be ſafe for us to forſake the Way 
of peace and reſt which God hath made manifeſt unto us; 
and in which we have the Love of God with us, and to go into 
a Way by force, into which the Spirit of the Lord doth yy 3 
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lead os, bete we ſhall find Mee and ſorrow , and ſome. hing 1 
ſepirating us from the Love of God, and where God would ot 
170 este to us, but trouble; ſurely we are perſwaded to abide 
ir thier which che Lotd hath made manifeſt to us, and our ſaith is 
in the power of God, that nothing will be able te ſeparate us 
from the love of God, | | | 
' 6. Again, weareperſwaded to continue in the Way of Truth, 
- meeting together in the fear of the Lord, to ſerve him, becauſe 
we find the Lotd requireth of us to brat a faithful Teſtimony, 
and witneſs to his Name and Truth, which he hach made known 
to us at this day; and though man require the contraty, and 
would force us to yeild, yet we may not deny the Lord and hig 
Truth, but muſt bear witneſs to his Name in obed:ence to his 
Will; for we are not our own, but the Lords ; neither muſt vve 
ſerve our ſe ves, nor do our ovvn Will, nor the Wil's of otliers, 
vvhioſe Will is not according to the Will of Cod; but we mult 
: ſerve the Lord, and be aitkful to him;-and-vve ſee vve cannot 
ſerve tvyvo Malers, nor cannot be partakers of the love of God, 
if. vye be in the love of the World, and tollovy after the luſts of 
itzand if vye love any thing more than Chriſt, vve ſnou d not be 
.true Diſciples and (ollowets of bim. 


Andif it be ob Red, Why cannot you do as men would have you ? 
What, God kziows your hearts, and you may keep your hearts to your 
ſelves, and conform autu ad for all that. 


It's anſyvered, Nay, vye cannot, becauſe God requireth it of 
us, to bear vvitneſ(s to his Name and Truth, and vve may not deal 
doubly or deceitfully in ſhevving that before men, vvhich' vve 
are not in oui hearts to God for the people that God hath form- 
ed to himſelf, muſt ſhevy forth bis praiſe, © Aud though it be 
true, that God kao es the heart of every one,; yet he lodles for | 
truit alſo.co be brought forth, that lee may de glorified, It is re- 
corded in the Scriptures, that there vvere many occaſions ſought 
againſt D.»:el, bu: they could find none againlt him, except it 
vvereconcerging the L av Gf us God; and they chat hated bim, 
.conlu'ted:io get Dicree, that tone ſheuſd w4 any Petition of 
by: God | 


* % ; wt 


' * 8 N EVE * ＋ 2 eee & | — 
God br min for thirty dayes ave of the Xing, if he did, be vj 
to de c iſt into the Den of Lyons:ardthe Detret vvas ſealed accot- 
ding to the Lavy of the Mrades and Perſians, Novv it cannot be | 
denied but Dave! might have prayed to God in his he irt, and his 
evil-wiſhers/bave k non little of it ; but he vvas taught by the 
Lord to pray openly and to corifeſs anto him, that he vvas great, 
mighty and povvertul, And fo though the D:cree vvas ſcaled, he 
(as if he regarded it not) went and prayed to his God three 
times a day upon his xnee3, vrith his Wihdovy open, and his fa 
tovvards Jeruſalem, and ſo held forth his Teſtimony, 40 8085 
, © vvitneſs the Lord, that he vvas vvorfhy to be ſought unto, 
and that he vvas not to be lim ted (by an outward Dectee, 
though a ſtrorg one) from praying and calling upon the 
Name of the Lord, and the Lord vvas vvith him; and though he 
ſuffered the advencare of being caſt into the Lyons Den, yet the 
God of Heaven vvashisPreſerver , and he held forth a pretions 
Teſtimony, and God vvas much glor-fied; for it was ſaid; yea and 
proclaimed through many N «ons, that all ſhould fear and wor- 
ſhip the God of Dasiel, for there was no other God chat could 
ſave in ſuch-ſo-e. | 


And alſo the three Children that vvould not bovy; thougb the 
King bad commanded it, that vvhen the voice of the Muhck was 
heard all ſhould bow to the Image which he had ſet up; yet they 
vrould not obey, for it vvas contrary to the Lavy of their God, 
and great Wrath vyas again(t them, and the Fornace vvas very 
dot, yet tHe Lord ſaved them, and they bore a precious Teſtimo- 
ny to the Lord in obedlence to bis Law , and the Lord was much 
glorified, and vvas proclaimed through _ Nations to be the 
onely and true God, and the King himfelf did praiſe and honor, 
and extol the God of Heaven, all whoſe Works'are Truth, and 
| his r Judgement, and thoſe vvho vvalk in pride, he is able 
to s baſe, s IV | 


But now if anyſhould ſay, Theſe were Heathen Kings , aud ſo not 
to be obeyed. : 
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3 und per ſecuring thoſe 
= 1 ord, and forcing by pains andpe 
mT... it quite contrary to the practiſe of che Saints, 
ee 27 they proſeſs, and are found in the very ſ r 
| rſecuted the Saints and Servants of God, IA 
tures delüßße; and are ſo far from the Doctſine of Chriſt, a6 to 
es pa) and to do as they would be done unto, and to 
enemies, and to pray for them that perſecute them, bat chey 
2 9 5 treſpoſs againitubem v ho give them no juſt occaſi-„— 
on, and do to others av chey would not be done unto, wete it 
their caſe, (and let God's: Witneſs judge) and doth even hate 
— crueſiy handle their Friends, who wiſh them well ſrom their 
res, and petſecure them who, pray for them. And ſurely, for 
ings will the Lord-viſit, and in the mean time we find that 
ord requireth C of us, to be ſaithful to him in ubat he hath 
made manifeſt un o us, that we may bear a true Teftimony-, and 
faithful Witneſs to the truth, and for che Lord, that he may glo- 
rifie himſelf by us; for we are not our own , but his, who bach 
| —_ us, and called us to follow him. 
ereſore let the wiſe in heart judge; Gan it be ſafe for us 
a =, our Teftimony,and to ceaſe following the Lord, and living 
in that which he bach made known ugto us to. be bis mind and wil 
concerning us, in which we have the Arm and Power of the Lord 
7 us, and him to take our parts, and to go to that which he N 
not called unte, where yve cauld bear n Teſtimony for 
hay he that goes from the. Truth which God hath made ma; 
loſeth bis Fam) «bere fruits would be brought ſorth 
ath, and not unto life, and the band of the Lord il turn 
ſuch; ſot them that horor the Lord, be will honor; but 
that ſlizbr, his Govn(el; and deſpiſebis Will, (hall.be-light- 
y eſteemed; alf which duly conſidered, we-cannot (as we lige to 
od) but bear witneſs to his Name, and hold forth that Teſtimo- 
ny, which ord hach committed unt M. 
7. Again; We are given up to obey And ſer ve the . 
Ang to that which he hath made known unto ui, becauſe no man 
* 77 
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OY wot i gire an \ accounrugiy © 


HY when ehe ſecret of all hearts ate 
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; the adgement-Seat of Chriſte receive 2 p 
not others for us: Therefore we — not c ny the l | 
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ves yet that would not — if we 
Way of the Lord made known to us :*An 


ſ, hat reaſon theres: 
ohernehs judge # .reaſo Aar e de . 


from that which we believe, to th and yet if 

a we periſh by that means, they.can nrithet hein, — aſeer for 

| us: Is it not therefore meet, that — foe Fei that Way 

in which we dare dye, and give up all unto the Lord in, and not 

be forc'd out of that Way in which vv have peace and love, and 

the preſence of the Lord vvith us, into a vvay vvbere pain and 

anguiſh would fili out bearts; and ſeangeſi and ae 2 
be upon our ſouls; and yet they that forced us fr good 

ven and ſafe Harbour, . yo. 2 it· Anchot cafe from 

ſtot m, would neither e, 1 — 


bar ar t br, che and Seas es. . 


t we muſt by — 0 fach 
wrack : We ſay, We wh call [Heaven 0 
. and all juſt men, to bear wicneſs toour Cauſe, ea, and the Eter- 
nal God of Life, in whoſe hand is the breath of all living, to judge 
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Some (Qllerief tu ans thut profeſs them: 
fſelueſ hriſtians; and yet are Per- 
- ſecutorgofs them who at this day are 


” ſufferers for. Conſcie nce-Jake. Us 
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to web 
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Hether is it well done, or evil, for them that 


ö } profeſs themfelves Chriftian Magiſtrates , to 

"'W © caft-into: Priſon people who are Chriſtians, 

who have God's Power and Life with them, 

u „ that judgeth the Wicked, and turneth the Heathen, - 
i — 


7 — % 
* } | ' 4 ? I 


" QUERT' II. 


| Whether any do dbme to the knowledge of God till they be 
turned to Chriſt the true Light that ſhineth in the hearts of true 
Chriſtians, in which they have God's Power and Life with them, 
and — which they dare not finne againſt , though they 


ORERY III 


And whether they are not ſuch Chriſtians tae ſuffer perſeci · 
tion for keeping the Commands of Chriſt, und do abige in big 


Do\cige, yea or nay ? 


: Aus- 


rate . 50 
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Whether i 2 it —— - — for . to obey Chiit, 
than man, contrary to Chriſt's 
Commands ? * and aonfwer as in 3088 Pre- 


ſence, in whicli all ae ot itt che 


tak day. . 


erz e aao. ; 


| Whether” Mt Dake well, or did ue c, ir beende 
and praying to his God, when Ben the King bad figned 
the Decree, That wholgever ſhould ask any Petition ( Das. 
6,7.) of God or man fer thirty dayer , laveof # the Flog, 
Gould be rat into ide Pen of Lyom. 
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Alſo, did the three Children well or ag, wil, in ſaf- 
fering their bodies to be caſt into the hot fi —— 
8. 20. bectuſe they could tos actually obey 
mand, beaauſt is was contrary to the Sandes Sod. 


"QUERY VIII. 


And further, Was it evil iti au; br was it good thee 
he kept the Law of bis God, contrary to the King Law, 
Cf, ,4.2,) in going to the e King Gate in Sackcloath, when 
evil was inzer 


God's people, yea or nay ? 
"QUERY VHI, 


- Did the Apofiles well, or did evil (who were Chrifti- 
ans) i in odeying the Commands of Chriſt, before the Com- 
mands of men, ef] — ide Commands of men were 
conrary to-the ( * of 92 Todgs 40 un 
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Ae e MT "PT Kings that tas ba Ga: p 
people, we query, Whether they chat — x 
— Cp diea Magiſtrates , be not more inexcufabſe 
= the day of Chriſt , in ſiviag contrary ;unto more know- 
e, who perſecutes the followers o Chriſt in rigbteouſ· 


wo cba . * 1 the times of igno- 
"Whether Chrifs 2 7 qo inrrjg FOR 


daes Reid and conkder; (. -, 
ropetber in Chriſt's Name, an his 9 50 o wor eee 


1. v1 — 
be in the well · doing. or in che evil ? Let Truth — „ that | 
God may de glorified... 


Az?! 2 . AURA . ' 4 1411 tl * 
Adu fg Gate W cid in C exp 7. ag in@ 
piru, bein dhe well · "es W el Jt. not by * 

Chriſtian-Magiſtrates ( who have the Power) to be pteſer- 
ved in outward peace f rom the violence ↄf the Wicked, who 
are filled — — apainſt the righteous , as they vvere in 
the hamdeof the Heathen. 9-200 combingrh - 
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If the Church be in ud, a Taft. 1.) end God be I 
all places, and che Church be the Houſhold of Faith , ther 
we'query , If elle Church be niet -rogerher in ſome Place, 
whether it be aodaccotding to thepraQice of the primicive 
— — the New · Teltament, and the danos 


arcordmy to 1 
Hetiobp bcrigrts@yenbt day's . n.0 o 1 
QUERY 


well or eil is Chriſtian t 
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Add was it lawful for Chriſtiane t meet 1 


per Room in the Apotites days, /asih Atv 3.145 % % 
985 is it not law ful for Chriſlians to meet to get * 


4 vy 7 Or'ls there any Law of Chriſt to the comracy Ang, | + 17 
C Fe they not his" Laws that Chriſlians ougbt 10 migd g ö 
keep concerning the Worſhipof God, yea or nay? © . 
ſ bio on (2 17 & af fg 
Whether Chriſtians as concerning their Worſhip to God 


in Cbriſt Jeſus, ought not to hear Chriſt 'af6ne, whom ail 
oughe to hear, and receive his Counſel in their Tonſciences? 
And whether it is not his right to rule in the Conſciences of 
Chriſtiansin the Worſhip of God, and in things appertain- 
ing to it, yea or nay ? 
2 QA ERT XV. KI 
_ Wether any thing ought to be impoſed by Chriſtian Mg - 
giſtra tes on the Conſciences of any true Chrillians now, a ' 
concerninig the'r meeting together in the true Worſhip of 
God, or commanding chem to ſwear, or they muſt ſuffer, as 
it appertaineth to Conſtience; or is it Chrilt's righe thete to 
command?Or whether ſwearing, or fearing to ſwear, be not, 
' orought not to be matter of Conſcie nce to all, yea or nay? 


lle 
Whether Chriſtian Maęiſtrates impoſing - ſwearing on 
Chriſtians Conſciences, or any other thing contrary to 
| Chriſt's perſwaſions in the conſcience, and contrary to the 
holy Scriptares, be right in the ſight of God, or will ſtand 
approved in the day of account, yea or nay 2 
2 E RT TVII. 
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Anchif chi be denied by Chriſlian Magiſtrates, and they 
9 —— the lawfulneſs to God of, 


ings they do impoſe; which may ctuſe gresr ſufferings to 
the righteous, Whether it may not incur.che anger of God 
alſd againſt. themſel ves, and cauſe, Godro impoſe that upon 
them, which may be greater ſuffering in their inward man, 
all che outward faffexingʒ af che innocent in this time, 


— 


or risy? 


. 


-Confider gbeſe things.ia.the fear of God, and let Truth 
agſwer, 
| Jeba Wilkinſon. 


Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, Te have not obeyed me in pro» 
claiming freedow every wants his Brother, and every man to hue 
Nughbour : Behold, I proclaims a lierty for you, ſaith the Lord, 
te the Sword, to the Peſtilence, and tothe Fami n, and I wil male 
yen a terrier to all the K indem of the Earth, Jer. 341. 
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